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merce in the United States was introduced in congress, December 9, 
1908 (S. 7370). The bill makes it unlawful, directly or indirectly to 
"deliver, receive, or transmit" any intelligence relating to any trans- 
action or proposed transaction "whose true intent and effect may be 
to gamble or speculate" "as to the future market price of any product 
of the soil of any country." It is provided that bona fide sales and 
delivery according to contract shall not subject the parties to such trans- 
action or proposed transaction to the penalties of the act, and provision 
is also made that transactions to speculate or gamble are not to be 
affected if they deal with products which have not been subjects of 
interstate or international commerce for the ten years next preceding. 

Any person violating any of the provisions of the act is subject to 
indictment for a felony and upon conviction is to be imprisoned for not 
less than five nor more than fifteen years for each separate offense. 
In the case of a corporation the penalty is a forfeiture of not less than 
$10,000 nor more than $100,000 to be recovered at the suit of the 
United States. One-half of the forfeiture is to be adjudged to any 
person who may give information leading to judgment against the 
offending corporation. 

It is made unlawful for the postal authorities or employees to deliver 
matter pertaining to the buying or selling of futures and special penalties 
are provided for such violations. 

M. A. S. 

Land Legislation — Oklahoma. The constitution of Oklahoma adopted 
in 1907 states that no alien or person who is not a citizen of the 
United States shall acquire title to or own land in the State, and that 
the legislature shall enact laws whereby all aliens and their heirs who 
may acquire real estate in Oklahoma by devise, descent or otherwise 
must dispose of such property within five years or suffer escheat of 
forfeiture to the State. This provision contains three exceptions; the 
law is not to apply to Indians born within the United States, to aliens 
or persons not citizens of the United States who may become bona 
fide residents of the State, or to aliens already owning land. 

The act as passed by the State legislature incorporated the ideas 
expressed in the constitution, added the necessary details and worked 
out a plan of administration. Aliens holding land after the enactment 
of the law and contrary to its provisions may convey the fee simple 
title at any time before the escheat proceedings are instituted. If, 
however, the conveyance is made either to an alien or to a citizen of the 
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United States in trust for the purpose and with the intent of evading the 
law and constitution, such conveyance is to be null and void, and any 
land conveyed in this manner and with this purpose in view is to be 
forfeited to the State absolutely. 

The actual administration of the law is worked out as follows: It is 
the duty of the attorney-general, or the county attorney of the county 
where the land is situated to institute proceedings in the district court 
of the county praying for escheat in behalf of the State, when he is 
informed or when he believes that any land in the State is held contrary 
to the provisions of the law or constitution. The procedure in this case 
is the same as the escheat procedure in the case of poperty having no 
known owner. Before any proceedings are instituted the attorney 
must give thirty days' notice of his intent to bring suit; this notice to 
be sent to the owner of the lands at his last known address, or to the 
person who last paid taxes on the property, or to any known agents of 
the owner. 

If it can be determined at the escheat proceedings that land is held 
contrary to the law and constitution, the court trying the case must 
render judgment condemning the land in question and order it to be 
sold at such time, terms and conditions as may seem best to the court. 

The proceeds of the sale, after deducting the cost of the proceeding, 
are to be paid to the clerk of the court rendering judgment. The money 
remains in his possession for one year after the date of payment, but 
if it is not claimed within that time it is to be paid into the State treasury 
for the benefit of the available school fund. This part of the law is 
modified by provisions as follows: First, when any money has been 
paid to the State treasurer, an alien or his heirs may reclaim the amount 
by procuring an order from the court which condemned the land, show- 
ing that the judgment escheating the property was procured by fraud 
or mistake, or that there was material irregularity in the proceedings. 
This application must be made within two years from the date when 
such money was turned over to the State treasurer. Even when the 
claim is allowed the State cannot be compelled to refund any further sum 
than the actual cash transmitted and delivered to the treasurer. Second, 
the defendant or defendants in the escheat proceedings may, at any 
time before final judgment is pronounced, prove to the court that he 
or they have complied with the law and are now entitled to hold the 
estate in question. If this fact is admitted by the court or proven, the 
case must be dismissed on payment of costs and reasonable attorney's 
fees by the defendant. 

Robert Argyll Campbell. 



